
     It was a simple a conference call in May of 2008 that put 
WOCA’s awareness e�orts on the map. Board Members Sandi 
Wagner and Kelli Zembruski talked with the Ovarian Cancer 
National Alliance and other partner members about how to raise 
awareness in September, National Ovarian Cancer Awareness 
Month. Planning to turn Wisconsin towns teal began right after 
that call.
     “We picked up many of the steps from two states that imple-
mented Turn the Towns Teal events in 2007: New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania. Their e�orts included 
tying ribbons around trees, lamp posts, etc. on 
private and public properties; displaying posters; 
and securing proclamations from towns and 
cities throughout Wisconsin,” noted Sandi 
Wagner, co-founder of WOCA.    
     The purpose of WOCA’s inaugural Turn the 
Towns Teal campaign was to raise awareness of 
ovarian cancer. Awareness is the most critical 
factor in the �ght against ovarian cancer, which is the leading 
cause of gynecological cancer death and the �fth leading cause 
of cancer death in women across the U.S. 
     To commemorate National Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month 
in September 2008, WOCA enlisted hundreds of volunteers 
across Wisconsin to carry out its �rst Turn the Towns Teal 
campaign. Thanks to community leaders and supporters like 
you, it was a success. “We got a great response and distributed 
more than 2,000 ribbons throughout the state. Lots of questions 
about what the ribbons represented were generated, “ added 
Kelli Zembruski, WOCA’s president and co-founder.
    Now with a winning �rst event behind us, WOCA is already 
planning for an even bigger Turn the Towns Teal in 2009. “We’re 

focusing on additional 
areas in Wisconsin, such 
as Greater Madison and 
the Fox Valley. We also 
hope to have a more 
sophisticated media 
and marketing 
package that 
includes public 
service 
announce-
ments,” added 
Sandi.

WOCA wants to give special recognition to 
ovarian cancer survivors who helped make 
our Turn the Towns Teal campaign happen:

Kathy Brimmer (Whitewater, WI)
Katie Clark (Elm Grove, WI)
Katie Fetzer (Dousman, WI)
Gail Foreman (Kenosha, WI)
Sheri Foster (Milton, WI)
Lori Her (Plymouth, WI)
Gail Kremer (Brook�eld, WI)

Kathryn Murray (Plymouth, WI) 
Marty Ridenour (Whitewater, WI)
Kim Sievers (Whitewater, WI)
Rose Travis (Racine, WI)
Pam Wilhelmsen
(Plymouth, WI)

Survivors Who Inspired 
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 Pitch at Turn Miller Park Teal Sept. 2nd.

President of Gail’s Fan Club
Grandson Max Cheering Her On

 

We’re Going Green!We’re Going Green!We’re Going Green!
WOCA is becoming more
environmentally responsible 
by offering our WOCAware 
newsletter electronically.
To help us spare a few trees 
and receive your subse-
quent issues online, 
please send your name 
and email address to: 
friends@wisconsinovarian
cancer.com.
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How Teal Traveled Through The Towns The 2008 Teal Events Support Teal
Towns in 2009

The Talent Behind
Our LookThanks To Our 

Sponsors...

From teal ribbons on trees and light posts to community-wide events, it was amazing to see how WOCA’s mission 

of awareness spread throughout Wisconsin this past September. In addition to President Bush and Governor Jim 

Doyle proclaiming September as Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month, these cities participated statewide: 

Of course Teal would’ve never made its 
way through the Towns if it weren’t for 
the generous support of our sponsors. 
WOCA wants to give a special thanks to 
the Townsend Foundation, our largest 
sponsor in 2008. Other major contributors 
included:   Sentry Food Stores and Sweet-
spot Co�ee Shoppe (Whitewater), and 
Bethany Lynn's Tea and Treasures (Fort 
Atkinson).

We’re getting a jump-start on our 
2009 Turn the Towns Teal campaign 
by asking for volunteers like you. Let 
your valuable time help make a 
valuable di�erence in the �ght 
against ovarian cancer—contact 
Sandi Wagner at 414-248-9631 or 
Sandiwags1@aol.com for more 
information. 

There are countless other businesses and 
individuals who helped make this Teal 
campaign a reality. We truly appreciate 
your e�orts and look forward to hopefully 
working with you again in the future! 

Many businesses in these communities helped by allowing customers to purchase teal awareness ribbons at their 

locations. Thanks to all community leaders, businesses and residents who helped make our Turn the Towns Teal 

campaign possible. We look forward to your support again in 2009!

Below is an example of the Ovarian 
Cancer Awareness Month Proclama-
tion  certi�cate, bestowed upon 
WOCA in 2008.

Cudahy
Green�eld
Elm Grove

Merton
Oak Creek
Fort Atkinson

Kenosha
West Bend
Whitewater

Portage 
Plymouth 
Racine

Several events were held in conjunction with WOCA’s �rst-ever 
community awareness campaign:

Turn Miller Park Teal (September 2): 
WOCA sold special ticket packages
and threw out the �rst pitch at
the Brewers Game against the Mets.
More than 300 people came to 
support a great night of baseball for
a good cause! 
  

      
                                                                    National Ovarian Cancer
                                                   Awareness Day
      (September 5):  Thousands of 
people wore the color teal to show support for WOCA and 
build awareness. 

Tea for Teal (September 5):  This special event in Fort Atkin-
son attracted 40 people who enjoyed tea and desserts at 
Bethany Lynn’s Tea and Treasures.

Teal Custard at Kopp’s (September 5):  Kopp’s Frozen Custard 
featured a special “teal” �avor at several of its Greater Milwau-
kee locations.  

Nancy's Run Rock 'N Stroll (September 6): More than 500 
participants laced up their walking or running shoes for this 
third annual 5K run and 2-mile fun walk in conjunction with 
Tosa Fest and Badgerland Striders in downtown Wauwatosa. 
The event also featured a kid’s race.
  
Pendleton Fall Fashion Show
(September 25): This event at the 
Pendleton Store at Hilldale Mall in 
Madison featured tasty appetizers
and fall looks for all who attended.
Pendleton donated 10% of the
event’s proceeds to WOCA.

Dancers Against Cancer (2008–2009): The West Bend High 
School Dance Team adopted a year-long community service 
project by raising awareness and funds for WOCA. They kicked 
o� e�orts with a special performance dedicated to ovarian 
cancer victims and survivors at the Washington County Fair on 
July 26th and at the West Spartans football game on Septem-
ber 5. This team of dedicated young women is continuing to 
build awareness and raise funds through the  winter of 2009.
 

 

The impressive new design of WOCA’s materials can 
be summed up in two words: Anna Gleason.
 
Anna has been involved with WOCA for about two 
years, revamping our logo and designing �yers, 
posters, Comedy for the Cure invitations, our Turn the 
Towns Teal poster, and even creating a t-shirt design. 
 
What inspired Anna to help WOCA? “My Grandma had 
stage-four ovarian cancer—we lost her within two 
years of her diagnosis. Too many people are lost to 
this cancer. The symptoms are there all along, but too 
many are never informed on what to be aware of,” 
Anna noted.
 
As WOCA’s o�cial graphic artist, Anna has a wide 
range of design experience. She earned her bachelor’s 
degree in Graphic Design from the Art Institute of 
Colorado, and has since designed everything from 
cabinet spec books to clothing. 

Although Anna claims she’s not in a �nancial position 
to help WOCA, her talents have 
been a priceless contribution. 
“This is my way to show that my 
grandma's passing was not in 
vain, and that we’re trying to 
prevent others from succumb-
ing to her fate. I hope we can 
build awareness so people in 
our communities are just as 
informed about ovarian cancer 
as they are about other 
predominant cancers.”


